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Anecdote of Francis II. the prefent Emperor of, Ger- 
many. 


[From « Gleanings through Wales, Holland, and Weftphalia,”, 
by Mr. Pratt.] 


LS irene of the Princes of Germany have higher claims on 
the love of the people, or the eulogy -of tke modern 
bards, than the amiable and youthful monarch, who now fills 
the imperial throne. Of his warlike atchievements, during 
the prefent campaign, the trump of fame has fufficiently in- 
formed you, but there is a trait of his heart in private and do- 
meftic life, which I receive from the moft unqueftionable 
authority, and which will endear him to you more than a thous 
fand victories. 

Jofeph the Second, who was an ceconomift, left to Leopold, 
who did not live long enough, after he became Emperor, to 
difipate (them) an unincumbered diadem and immenfe trea« 
fures, ‘Thefe all concentered in the prefent Emperor, to 
whom was bequeathed the difpofal of them fo unconditionally, 
that the Dowager Emprefs, his mother, was, in a manner, 
rather a dependent on his bounty, than poflefled of powers in 
herfelf toclaim as widow, wife, and mother. No fooner did 
the youth find himéelf thus dangeroufly placed, than he refolved 
to put it out of his own power to act unbecoming the fon of 
an Emprefs and Queen, Convening, therefore, his court and 
council, he appropriated an early day for his coronation, or 
father nomination to the Emperorfhip,—the regular ceremony 
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being performed long after at Frankfort,—and he intreated 
the honour that the Queen Dowager would afift atic. The 
affembly was brilliant, the young Monarch rofe in the midf 
of it, and holding in his hand a {croll, thus addrefled himfelf 
to his minifters, in the preferite of thoufands of his fubjeds, 
«“ T perceive a paflage of great importance is omitted in the 
will of my royal father. No fuitable, independent _provifion 
hes been madé for my beloved and imperial mother. The 
long tried virtues of that noble lady, the tender confidence 
and domettic love, in which fhe lived with my father, convinces 
me, that it never could have been intended, that fo good a 
wife, fo kind a parent, and fo, excellent a woman, could be left 
ina ftate of dependence on her fons Much more likely is it 
that the fon fhould have been bequeathed to the commands, 
indulgence, and management of his mother. Or if it was 
intended that the fon fhould receive the whole revenues of 
the empire, it could qnly be.in confidence that- he would a& 
as her agent, and fee that her private, her natural, and proper 
rights were paid into her coffers with the leaft care and ine 
convenience to herfelf. 

¢ In the latter cafe, I hope I fhould be found, throughout 
my reign, a faithful fteward of my dear parent and of the peo- 
ple ; and, fuppofing, for a moment, this cafe a poflible one, 
I cannot be. ipfenfible to the exalted affection and efteem the 
late Emperor and King mutt have for me, that ‘he could, after 
his death, confide the fortunes of fuch a wife to the truft of 
his fon. But.human natere is fo frail, and the trust is fo awful, 
that I tremble.while I poflefs it; and cannoty indeed, be eafj, 
till L have difburdened myfelf of the weight it impofes. To 
this end, my loving friends, minifters, and fubjects, I have 
herein bound myielf, (fhewing the feroll) by an initrumenta 
the lait folemmity, to become refponfidle in a yearly tum fuited 
to her rank, although inferior to her defervings. And I have 
as nearly as may be, made this difpofition from my private funds, 
and from fources the leaft likely to infringe on, or to affed, 
the treafures of the tate, which [ hold in truft alfo,—for the 
honour of my empire, and the profperity of Auftria; yet 
I coniider myfelf as called upon by my fubjects to explaia, 
account for, and juitify every expenditure, before 1 makean 
atrangement in favour of any part of my own family; but 
1 feel, at the fame time, that itis an act of duty and juftice o 
my part, which will be crowned by the fanction of all my peo 


ple. 
“ Here 
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“ Here then, Madam,”’ continued the royal youth, drops 
ping on his knee as he defcended from his throne, and prefent- 
ing the fcroll * here is the deed by which | relieve myfelf 
from an infupportable burden,—the idea of your Majefty’s 
becoming the victim of a fon’s weaknels, indifcretion, or in- 
gratitude: And you will find that I have, by the fame act, 
taken the liberty to appoint you the guardian of my youth, 
in all that can properly be called (if any thing can) my private 
fortunes. I retain in my hand the public treafures, becaufe 
the weight of them would, from the multiplicity of demands, 
be attended with fatigue to you; but I fhall not fail, from time 
to time, as exigences may arife, to derive benefit, in their ap- 
plication, from your known wifdom, goodnefs of heart and 
judgment, and your love of tie empire.” 

With regard tothe public, one might very reafonably expe& 
from fuch an outfet, what has happened in the progrefs of the 


* seign of this monarch; we were prepared for his having -al- 


moft emptied the coffers of his private property, and almoft 
fiript his palace of his furniture, many of its neceflaries, and 
all its luxuries, before he invited the afliftance of his people 
to carry on this unparalleled war. 


- 








Curious CIRCUMSTANCE refpecting WOODCOCKS., 


Recent circumftance at Howth Hill, a promontory at 

the north fide of the bay of Dublin, muft add to the 
numerous conjectures refpecting the nature of this bird.— 
The man who attends the light-houfe, whilft trimming his 
lamps a few days fince, was furprifed by a violent ftroke againtt 
the outfide of the windows, which broke a pane of three- 
eighthsof aninch thick. On examining the balcony which 
furrounds the light, he found a woodcock, which had flown 
with {uch violence as to break its bill, head, breaft-bone, and 
both wings. The fame man had often found birds which had 
killed themfelves by fying againft the windows, but never be-~ 
fore knew the glafs to be injured. 

Woodcocks have in fummer been difcovered in a dormant 
ftate in old buildings, and in the trunks and roots of trees; 
and a correfpondent, on whofe authority we can rely, aflures 
us, that cruizing 104 leagues to the weftward of Scilly, the 
end of October, he was called to the forecaftle, when he and 
leveral others faw a flight of fome hundreds of woodcocks 
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pals clofe to the bow{prit, apparently much fatigued, and dired. 
ing their courfe nearly from the fouth-weft to the north-eaft, 


ANECDOTES of the prefent EMPRESS of RUSSIA, 





eX has been often obferved, that no character is completely 
vicious : At leaft, that in characters very odious, in gene. 
ral, one folitary virtue has appeared, perhaps, inthe melancholy 
aflemblage of vices. To Catharine II. (who, in her recent 
conduct toward Poland, has exhibited fuch infatiable ambition, 
fuch injuftice, hypocrify, and cruelty) the praife of Chriftian 
forgivenefs, at leaft, cannot be denied. ‘This will appear from 
the following extra from Chantreau’s Philofophical, Political, 
and Literary Travels in Ruffia, in the Years 1788 and 1789, 
“ The death of Peter the Third was followed by none of, 
thofe tragical events, with which revolutions had till then’ 
been ftained. Nobody was even fent into Siberia ; there was 
neither public nor private execution. The Emprefs pardoned 
even her perfonal enemies. Marfhal Munich, whohad given, 
as we have feen, the beft advice to the Emperor, and had of- 
fered to defend him at the hazard of his own life, was not res 
garded with an evil eye. On the contrary, the Emprefs was 
charmed with the attachment which this foreigner had fhown 
for him, who had brought him back from Siberia; and wheo 
fhe {poke to him of it, Munich replied; * It is true, Madam, 
that I offered to cover him with my body, but after 20 years 
captivity, I owed to him my liberty, and could I do Ie(s? 
Was not I bound by the ftrongeft ties of duty and of grat 
tude to devote myfelf to his fervice ? Now your Majetty is 
my fovereign, and you fhall find in me the fame fidelity.’ The 
Emprefs, {truck with this bold aniwer, fhowed no lefs great 
nefs of foul on her fide. She repofed in him the mot un- 
bounded confidence, which was well juftified by the Marhhal’s 
behaviour. 

« When anew infurrection was no more dreaded, Count 
Woronzoff, who had been arrefted, was {et at liberty, and be 
was afterward employed by adminiftration. As for the Coun 
tefs, fhe experienced neither jealoufy nor refentment from Ca 
therinc. Her perfon was refoected, and fhe was permittedt0 
enjoy, without any reft.iction, ail that the had received from 
Peter’s liberality. Catherine, guided by a fentiment of mag- 
nanimity peculiar to her character, forgot the arrogance@ 
this favourite, and the uneafinels fhe had broughg — 
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But what completed this greatnefs of foul was, fhe alfo forgot the 
plot hatched by this ambitious woman, to ftrip her of the im- 
perial dignity, that fhe might inveft herfelf withit. She was 
allowed to marry a private fubject, and fhe was ftill vegetating 
at St. Peterfburg, during our refidence there. Goudowitich, 
who had been the Emperor’s counteilor and favourite, and had 
given particular offence to the Emprels, received permifiion te 
retire into his own country, and the Emprefs had the great 
nefs of mind to forget the olfence of the father, for the good 
of the fon. Young Goudowitich was recalled into Rufia 
where he is now a Lieutenant-Genera!, Governor of the Pro- 
vince of Rjazan, and a Kaight of the Order of St. Alexander 
Newiki, The Hoiftcin guards, who had offered to the Em- 
peror to march againit Catharine, and even prefled him to 
give them orders to this effect, received not the leaft mark of 
refentment. Such, as chole, were incorporated with other 
regiments, and the reft were left at full liberty to withdraw 
from Ruffia. Prince George of Holitein, uncle to the Em- 
peror, who was privy to the Prince’s defign of confiaing the 
Emprefs, was put under arreft, in his own palace, during the 
revolution; but as foon as it was terminated, fhe raifed him 
tothe rank of Field- Marthal, and named him Governor of 
Hoiftein, during the Grand Duke’s minority.” 

















Interefling Particulars of the Perfon, Charaéter, and 
Peculiaritees of the celebrated Linnacus. 


[From Dr. Stoever’s Life of Sir Charles Linnzus, tranflated from 
the Original German, by Jofeph Trapp, A. M.] 


(Continued from Page 105.) 


LL authentic particulars, which can contribute to a 

& ftridter knowledge of the life, charaler, and peculi- 
aritics of a man, who has rendered himfelf as eminent and as 
immortal as Linnaus, cannot fail to prove agreeable and in- 
terefting. We thalltherefore fubjoin here thofe anecdotes 
which Profeflor Fabricius of Kiel, onc of his moft celebrated 
pupils, has collected refpecting him. 

For two whole years, relates Fabricius, namely from 1762 
till 1764, have I been fo fortunate as to enjoy his inftruction, 
bis guidance, and his confidential friendthip. Not a day 
eiapled, on which I did not {ce him, on which I was not either 
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prefent at his leCtures, or, as it frequently happened, {pent 
feveral] hours with him in familiar converfation. In fummer 
we followed himinto the country. We were three, Kuhn, 
Zoega, and I, ail foreigners. In winter we lived direély 
facing his houfe, and he came'to us almoft every day, in his 
fhort red robe de chambre, with a green fur-cap on his head and 
apipeinhishand, He came for half an hour, but ftopped a 
whole one, and many times two. His converfation on thefe 
occafions was extremely fprightly and pleafant. It either con. 
fitted in anecdotes relative to the learned in his profeffion, with 
whom he got acquainted in foreign countries, or in clearing up 
our doubts, or giving us cther kinds of inftruction. He ufed 
to laugh then moft heartily, and difplayeda ferenity and aa 
opennefs of countenance, which proved how much his foul was 
fufceptible of amity and good feliowthip. 

Our life was much happier when we refided in the country, 
Oar habitation was about half a quarter of a league diftant 
from his houfe at Hammarby—ina farm where we kept our 
own furniture and other r: quifites for houfekeeping. He tole 
very early infummer, moftly about four o’clock. At fix he 
came to us, becaufe hishoufe was then building, breakfatted 
with us, and gave lectures upon the natural orders of plants 
(ordines naturales plantarum) as long as he pleafed, and generally 
till about teno’clock. We then wandered about till twelve 
upon the adjacent rocks, the productions of which afforded us 
plenty of entertainment. In the afternoon we repaired to his 
garden, and in theevening we moftly played at the Swedih 
game of triflett, in compary with his [poule. 

On Sundays the whole family ufuaily came to fpend the day 
withus. We fent fora peafant who played on an inftrument 
refembling a violin, ct the found of which we danced in the 
barn of our farmehoufe. Or balls were certainly not very 
fplendid, the company but f{inall, the mufic fuperlatively rutic, 
and no change in the dances, which were conitantly either mis 
nuets or Polith; but regardiefs of thefe wants we pafied our 
time very merrily. While we were dancing, the old man, 
who {moaked his pipe with Zoega, who was deformed by m- 
ture, and “emaciated, became a fpectator of our amulement, 
and fometimes, though very rarely, danced a Polifh dance, in 
which he excelled every one of us young men, He was 
tremely delighted whenever he faw us in high glee, nay, if we 
even became very noily ; hadhe not always found us 10, he 
would have manifefted his apprchenfions left we would not be 
fufficicatly entertained.—Thofe days, thefe hours fhall % 
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be erafed from my memory, and every remembrance of them is 
grateful to my heart ! 

What made him fo exceffively kind towards us was, becaufe 
wewere foreigners, and befide fome Ruffians who did not 
beftow great pains upon their ftudies, we alfo were thofe who 
alone adhered to him, who alone heard and attended him, and 
remained at Upfal entirely on his account. He found that we 
loved his fcience, and that we proved this love by 2 moft zealous 
application toits different purfuits He felt, therefore, great 
pleafure in convincing his own countrymen, that his fcience 
would be efteemed abroad, even when it fhould begin to 
decline in Sweden. He was alfo fond of converfation on all 
fubje& relative to natural hiftory, for, which he had but too 
little opportunity at Upfal. ‘That fcience almoft entirely en- 
grofled his fpeech, and every thought of his mind; and being 
the only naturalift then at that univerfity, fuch a privation muft 
have occafioned to tima great deal of irkfomenefs. 

When I got acquainted with Sir Charles Linnzeus, who was 
then in his fifty- fixth year, increafing age had already furrowed 
his front with wrinkles. His countenance was open, almoft 
conftantly ferene, and bore great refemblance to his portrait ia 
the /pecies plantarum. But his eycs,—of all the eyes I ever faw,y 
—were the moft beautiful. They certainly were bat little, but 
darted a refulgent {plendour and a penetration of afpe&t which § 
never obferved before in any other man. It fometimes appeared 
to me, as if his looks would penetrate through the very inner 
mott recefles of the heart. 

His mind was remarkably noble and elevated, though I well 
know that fome perfons accufed him of feveral faults; the 
acutencls and energy of his mental! faculties even fhone 
through his eyes. But his greatett exccllence confifted in the 
fyftematical order, by which his thoughts fucceeded each other. 
Whatever he faid or did was faithful to order, to truth, and to 
regularity. In_ his youth his memory was uncommonly 
vigorous, but it began to fink early into decay. Even when 
] was with him, he could not fometimes remember the names 
of his deareft friends and relativcs. I fill recollect to have 
feenhim once very much embarraficd, when, after writing 
a letter to Morzeus, his father-in-law, at Fahiun, he almoft ~ 
found itimpoffible to recollect his name. 

His paffions were {trong and violent. His heart was open to 
every impreffion of joy ; and he loved jocularity, conviviality, 
and good living. He was an excellentcompanion, pleafant in 
Converfation, full of ftrong hits of fancy, and feafonable and 
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entertaining ftories; but at the fame time fuddenly roufed to 
anger, and boifterous ; the fudden effervefcence of this fiery 
paffion fubfided however, almoft at the very moment of its 
birth, and he immediately became ali plain good nature again, 
His friendthip was fure and invariable. Science was generally 
its bafis ; and every one who knew him muft own what con. 
cern he always manifefted for his pupils, and with how much 
zezl they returned his friendfhip, and frequently became his 
defenders. He was fo fortunate as to find among his favourites 
none that were ungrateful ; even Rolander deferved more to be 
pitied than blamed. 

The ambition of Linnzus knew no bounds; and his motto, 
Famam extendere jaélis, was the real mirror of bis foul. But 
this ambition never extended beyond the regions of his {cience, 
and it never degenerated into furly and offenfive pride. He 
certainly did not care much for the opinion of his contempo- 
rarics, and only heeded that which proceeded from thofe, who 
were men of genuine literary merit. His way of living was 
moderate and parfimonious, his drefs plain, and oftentimes even 
fhabby The high rank to which his King had raifed bio, 
pleafed him only as far as he confidered it as a proof of his {ci- 
entific greatnefs. 

Inthe purfuits of his ftudies he could but ill brook cone 
tradition and oppofition. He corrected his works agreeable 
to the juft remarks of his friends, whofe hints he received with 
gratitude ; but the attacks of his opponents he defpifed, and 
inftead of anfwering, he configned them to that ob{curity and 
oblivion, in which they have long ago been buried. Notwith- 
ftanding this, he could not eafily forgive aggreffions, aad 
itrainec every nerve to erafe them from the annals of literature 
He was liberal in difpenfing praife, becaufe he was fond of 
being flattered; and this, indeed, may be confidered as his 
greaictt foible. At the fame time, his ambition was founded 
upon the confcioufnefs of his own greatnefs, and upon the mes 
rits which he acquired in a fcience, over which he had for fo 
many years wielded the f{ceptre of fovereignty. ‘Tournefort, 
as he citen told me, was his pattern in his youth; he did all he 
could to equal bim, and found at laft, that he had le't Tournes 
fort ata great diftance beneath bim. 

Lianzeus has been particularly charged with avarice. It 
cannot be denied, that his way of living, confidering his good 
circumitanccs, was very moderate, and le furely did not defpile 
gold. Bue if I weigh ia my mind thole extremes of poverty, 
which fo long and fo heavily overwhelmed him, I can eafily 
9 account 
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account for this parfimony. But I could not fay, thathis fru- 
gality ever degenerated into fordid avarice. I can even prove 
quite the contrary by myownexperience. After having given 
us lectures all the fummer round, we were not only obliged to 
urge him to receive the fee due for thefe lectures, but even to 
leave the money flily upon his cheft, as he had fignified his refo« 
lution not to take it, in a final and peremptory manner. 

He was not quite happy and comfortable in his own family. 
His wife was tall, robuft, domineering, felfith, and deftitute of 
every advantage of a good education. She frequently robbed 
us of the joys which gilded our focial moments, Unable to 
hold any converfation in decent company, fhe confequently was 
never much fond of it herfelf. 

Under thofe difadvantages, the education of the children of 
Linnezus could not but be of an inferior defcription. The 
young ladies, his daughters, are all _good-tempered, but rough 
children of nature, and deprived of thofe external accomplifh- 
ments which they might have derived from a better education. 
The younger Linnaeus, who fucceeded his father in his pros 
feflorfhip at Upfal, is certainly not endowed with the fame vi- 
vacity ; but the great knowledge which he acquired by a cone 
ftant practice of botany, and by the many and excellent obfer« 
vations of his pareat, which he found in kis manufcripts, muft 
have rendered him a very ufeful man there. The eldeft 
daughter, who married Captain Von Bergencranz, returned 
afterward to her parents, and lived conftantly in their houfe. 


(To be continued.) 





A Comparifon between the Nobility of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the late Nobleffe of France. 


[From «* A View of the Caufes and Progrefs of the French Re- 
volution, by John Moore, M. D.” 2 vol. 8vo.] 


fC ke privileges poflefled, and the fuperiority aflumed, by 
the noblefleof France over the inferior orders, were 
evils of greater magnitude than they may teem to thofe Englith- 
men who judge by the impreflion which the privileges and cons 
duct of the nobility of their own country make onthe minds 
of their countrymen. 

The precedency and diftin@ions which the nobility enjoy in 
Common fociety in England are never refufed, unlefs when 
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arrogated ; and therefore are feldom or never affumed, but al. 
ways granted. 

When the peerage is poflefled by perfons of truly g great and 
amiable characters, which fometimes happens, all the ‘world are 
pleafed to fee honours fo well beitowed. When the reverfe is 
the cafe, thofe who afford the example generally have privie 
leges and diftinGtions of the peerage fo crueliy counterbalanced 
by other moral and phyfical circumftances, that on the whole 
they are far from being the objects of envy. 

It has been afferted, that thofe Britifh Peers who form ex. 
amples of the firft alternative v were not born to the peerage, but 
obtained it on account of their diftinguifhed merit, and there. 
fore form no exception to the pernicious effect of hereditary 
honours. But there is more fatire than truth in this obfervae 
tion 3 for, after all that can be alleged of the torpor which the 
certainty of enjoying honourable diftinétion independent of 
perfonal merit may throw on the mind, there are inftances of 
men born to the higheft titles and greateft fortune, who nevere 
thelefs have added luftre to their country and to human _natare 
by the moft powerful virtuous exertions. 

The privileges of the Britifh nobility, when compared with 
thofe of the nobleffe of France before the revolution, will in 
general be found at once more valuable and lefs invidious: 
‘They areafcertained by the known laws of the land, fully 
underftood, and, for the moft part cheerfully acquiefced in, 

The moft important of thofe privileges confitts in the here. 
ditary fhare they have in the legiflature ; not in their forminga 
part of the pageantry of acourt, orin having their lands ex- 
empt from taxation. 

The Peers of Great Britain are few in number. The 
peerage being confined to the perfon who has the patent, and 
not pailing to more than one of his defcendants 5 the brothers 
and fons of a Peer, whether Baron, Earl, or Duke, are Com- 
moners. This naturally forms a flrong connection between 
the Peers and Commons, which is conftantly cemented by in- 
termarriages, by friendthip, by the reciprocal power of being ot 
fervice to each other, and of courle by mutual attentions and 


ood OIC eS. 


So great a portion of the Commons of Great Britain being 
comiected by thefe various bonds with the Peerage; fhould 
ever ine privileges of the latter be attacked, a ftrong phalanx 
of the former would immediately appear in their defence. 


‘The fituation of the French nobleffe, with refpeét to the 
commos, or, as they call thea, roturiers, was very different. 
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The privileges of the former were in many inftances vague, 
unafcertained by pofitive law, and depending merely on ancient 
ulage. 

Theimportance of a Britifh Peer, andthe confideration in 
which he is held at court, particularly by the minifter, depend in 
a great meafure on his influence and popularity in the country. 
The importance of a French Nobleman depended entirely on 
court favour, and dwindled into nothing at the frown of his 
fovereign. 

A Britith Peer, therefore, has a ftrong motive to cultivate 
the good will of all the inhabitants around his eftate ; whereas 
a French Marquis or Duke had no motive but the fentiments 
of benevolence and humanity, to behave with attention and 
kindnefs to the peafantry. Motives of that nature were no 
doubt fuficient with many ; bu: the inferior orders of man- 
kind always were, and always will be, treated with more regard 
by their {uperiors, when they have fomething im their power to 
beftow in return, than when that is not the cafe. 

The nobleffe of France were not legiflators, nor did they 
form a court of Jaw in the laft refort, as the Peers of Great 
Britain ; but they had the right of appointing judges for the 
decifion of both criminal and civil caufes on their own 
domains, as well as other invidious privileges which have been 
long abolifhed in England. Itis believed by many people in 
this country, that the lands of the nobleffe were entirely free 
fromtaxes. Thisis a miftake; they are fubjectto the ving- 
tieme, which, as there are three, is equivalent to a dixieme and 
ahalf; the nobleffe were alfo fubje& to the capitation ; but as 
they certainly were free from the taille, and had many advan- 
tages in other refpeéts as well as in the article of taxation, this 
tended to render them unpopular and odious to their fellow- 
fubje&s who did not enjoy the fame privileges. 

Letters of nobleffe were not very difficult to be obtained in 
France; and when obtained, the fame dignity and all the 
privileges were tranfinitzed to all the defcendants of the perfon 
ennobled, 

They were by no means, it is true, confidered as on a 
footing with the ancient nobility; but they immediately 
entered into the pofleflion of every odious privilege, which 
they were apt toexercife in the mioft odious manner. The 
confcicufnels of belonging to an ancient and honourable family, 
andthe refpet that is ipontaneoufly accorded to thofe who en= 
joy that advantage, preclude all jealoufy or folicitude on the 
fubjeGt, and in general render ‘theic behaviour natural and 

J 2 polite; 
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polite : But new and unaccuftomed dignities often infpire weak 
minds with a difpofition to difplay fupercilious airs and a ridi- 
culous deportment toward thofe whom they then confider as 
their inferiors, and from whom they are jealous of a want of 
refpect, becaufe of their late equality. 

Something of this kind is obfervable even in England, pars 
ticularly in the wives of new-created Baronets, and the 
families of new created Peers; but in England airs of this 
kind are received with fuch contempt, and fometimes repelled 
with fuch feverity, that they are feldom aflumed 

But the exuberant plantation of nobleffe in France was fo 
extenfive, and the branches fometimes fo extravagant and cums 
berfome, that it tended to check and deprefs the natural and 
moft ufeful vegetation of the foil: For in that country the airs 
of fuperiority, which the moft petulant part of the nobility 
were apt to aflume, were more difficult to reprefs, and were 
apparent in every place. Even at the table of the citizen, the 
deportment of Monfieur le Comte or Marquis often reminded 
the entertainer of the honour done him by their condefcending 
to accept of hisentertainment. ‘The fmile of protection, the 
proud politenefs, the gefture, the tone, and a thoufand circume 
ftances, marked the vaft diflance that was conceived to be 
between them, and told him as diftin&tly as any language, that, 
although he had deg a fortune from the dirty mines of com- 
merce, he mutt ftill preferve a flavith fubmiffion in the come 
pany of gentlemen. The loweft of the nobleffe difclaimed all 
connection with the higheft roturier ; no cordial bond of 
union, no reciprocation of good offices, no friendfhip, could 
fubfift between the two ranks. They were two diftin® pla 
nets, one of which difdained to be connected with, or in- 
fluenced by, the motions of the other; the interval between 
them being filled with an atmofphere of repulfive particles 
which kept the two fpheres afunder, and prevented their moving 
harmonioufly in the fame {yftem. 

The comparative moderation and unafluming behaviour ob- 
fervable in the Britith nobility toward their fellow citizens, is 
not to be imputed fo much to any original difference in theit 
difpofition from that of thofe of the fame caft in France ot 
other countries, as to the government and cuftoms of England, 
which do not tolerate that degree of infolence that was formerly 
difplayed with impunity in France, and {till contiaues in other 
countries in Europe: For although we fee men in this country 
of high rank, who take as warm an intereft in the genetd 
rights 
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rights of their countrymen, and in the maintenance of the 
Britifh conftitution, as in any private rights of their own— 
men who have fuch a horror at oppreffion that no degree of 
power could render them tyrannical—yet we are not certain 
that even thefe men would have pofleiled this degree of equity, 
if they had not been educated under impartial laws. 

The ufual effe&t of a tyrannical and partial government is 
torender the powerful unfeeling and the weak abje&t. % Les 
eflaves,” fays Roufleau, “ perdent tout dans leur fervitude, 
jufqu’an defir d’en fortir ; comme les compagnons d’Uliffe aimoient 
leur abrutifjement.” “That is, Slaves, fays Rouffeau, are fo de- 
bafed by tneir fituation, that they lofe all fentiment, even the 
defire of being emancipated ; like the companions of Ulyffes, 
who loved the brutal {tate into which they were funk. 

That this natural effect did not continue to operate in 
France, was owing to the numerous writings which have ap- 
peared in the language of that country, and particularly thofe 
of Rouffeau himfelf. “Thofe writings,in which the debafing 
influence of defpotifm and the happy effects of liberty were ex- 
hibited in the moft glowing language, with other incidental 
caufes, continuing toacton the heated and elaftic minds of 
Frenchmen, at laft overcame all compreffion, and produced an 
explofion of wide and lamentable devaftation, 

To arreft the ruinous cffeéts of this, and prevent other 
events of the fame nature, requires more wildom and delicacy 
than any thing which ever engaged the attention of thofe who 
ate entrufted with the government of the different nations of 
Europe. 

The embers of this eruption, which have been thrown, for 
example, on a foil fortunately fo ill adapted to their reception as 
that of England, would, it is probable, cool of themfelves 
without any other mifchief than the detefted odour of their 
exhalation; whereas, if, from an imprudent zeal to difperfe 
them, they fhould be ftirred with violence, they may coms 
municate their fire, and fpread new flames. 

Toreturnto our fubject.—It may reafonably be believed, 
that the numbers of the noblefle of France might have been 
reflricted, and fome of their privileges removed, with more 
fecurity to the conftitution which was afterward eftablifhed, 
than was produced by abolifhing the order altogether. But it 
is evident, that there was {fo great a difference between the 
fituation of the peerage of Great Britain and that of the 
noblefie of France, that the fame perfon who is of opinion that 
tie abolition of the privileges of the latter was neceflary for the 
ireedom 
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freedom and happinefs of France, may alfo be convinced, that 
the maintenance of thofeof the former is a fecurity for the 
freedom and happinefs of Great Britain. 


Authentic Particulars of the late Thomas Dunckerley, 
£/4. 


HE following account has been lately publifhed by the 

above-mentioned gentleman’s executors, in order to 
refute the many idle reports in circulation on the fubje. It 
was found, after his deceafe, among his papers, in his own 
hand-writing. 

«© January 9, 1750, foon after my return from the fiege of 
Quebec, I received an account of my mother’s death, and, 
having obtained permiffion from my Captain to be abfent 
from duty, I went to London, and attended her funeral, 
Among the very few that I invi:ed to this ceremony was Mrs, 
Pinkney, who had been many years a neighbour to my mother 
in Somerfet-Houfe. On our return from the burial, the de- 
fired I would call on her the next day, (and not bring my wife 
with me) having fomething of confequence to tell me. | 
waited on her accordingly, and the following is the fubfance 
of what fhe related to me, as I took it in writing :— 

© Mary Dunckerley, being dangeroufly ill with the gout in 
her ftomach, (Jan. 2, 1760) and believing it will be her death, 
is defirous, at the requeit of her friend Mrs. Pinkney, that 
the following account may be made known to her fon in the 
moft fecret manner, and to none but him: 

© Atthe latter end of November, 1723, Mr. Dunckerley 
went to Chatfworth, in Derbyfhire, on fome bufinefs for the 
Duke of Devonfhire, and did not return till the May followe 
ing. At Chriftmas I went to fee Mrs. Meekin, at Lady 
Ranelagh’s. Mr. L y happened to come there, and paid 
me the greateft refpect, and hinted that I ftood in my owa 
light, or I might bethe happicft woman in England. I knew 
his meaning but made no reply, and went back to Somerlets 
Houfe the nextday. A fortnight after, I had an invitationo 
Lady Ranelagh’s, and her coach was fent forme. I was fue 
prized to find Mr. L y there again. He handed me from 
the coach to the parlour, where, to my future unbappinels, 
I found the Prince of Wales, whom 1 had too well known 
before my unhappy marriage. At his requeft (for I could 
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deny him nothing) I flayed feveral days, during which time 
he made me five vifits; and on Candlemaseday I went home. 

¢ Soon after I found myfelf fick and breeding, and was 
refolved to make an end of my life. I was taken very ill. 
Lady Stanley came to fee me, but I could not let her know my 
diforder. Mrs. Mcekin came to fee me, and I told her the 
confequence of whathad happened. The next day fhe came 
again, and brought me bank bills for 50. inclofed in a caver 
from Mr. Lumley, acquainting me it was by the Prince’s 
command. She faid Lady Ranelagh was coming to fee mey 
and in lefs than an hour her Ladythip came. ‘They advifed 
me to go into the country, and faid a houfe was taken for me 
at Richmond, but I was obftinate, and faid I would not go out 
of the houfe till I was brought to-bed. I defired that they 
would never let the Prince of Wales or Mr. L y know 
that [ was with child, and I never found they did. Dr. Mead 
attended me: He ordered me to be bled, and in two days 
I could fit up. 

¢ Mr. Dunckerley came from Chatfworth in May, and 
feemed not difpleafed to find me with child. I difdained to 
deceive him, and told him what had happened. He come 
mended my conduct with fo much joy, that I could not help 
defpifing his meanneis; and his barbarous behavour to me in 
the laft month of my time was what I always refented, when 
he threw a cat in my face, and {wore that he would mark the 
baftard. Our feparation foon followed after my delivery, an 
he kept the feeret on his own account ; for he had two places, 
and feveral confiderable advantages, at the price of my fully. 

‘ My fon might have been known to his royal father, and 
I might have lived in as elegant a manver as Mrs. H. or 
Mifs B. but my dear mother reclaimed me from fo criminal a 
paflion, and dread of public fhame prevented my making it 


known.” 

It farther appears from Mr. Dunckerley’s account, that his 
mother was the daughter of a pbyfician (Dr. Bolneft), and 
lived as companion with a lady of fafhion, when George the 
Second, (then Prince of Wales) became acquainted with and 
enamoured of her; and that that lady, difcovering they were 
too intimate, communicated the affair to Mrs. Bolneft, and 
contrived the unhappy marriage with Mr. Dunckerley, (who 
was a dependant on the Devonthire family) with whom they 
thought fhe would be entirely removed trom the Prince; but 
his Highnefs diicovering her, fet his cmiilaries to perfuade her 
huband to barter away his own and his wife’s honour, and 
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bring about the interview above related. Mrs. D.’s fenfe of 
the impropricty of her amour with the Prince, and her aver. 
fion, when abfent from him toits continuance, occafioned her 
to oppofe the makinz her fon’s birth known to him ; and his 
Highnefs was afterwards fo much immerfed in bufinefs, that 
on his acceffion fhe feems to have been totally forgotten by 
him.—Her fon was therefore quite unknown to his real father, 
and his nominal one feeling no obligation to provide for him, 
he underwent great hardfhips and difficulties, till introduced 
to his prefent Majefty by General Oughton, when every en- 
quiry was made, and his claims were thought to be fo well 
founded, that his Majefty ordered him a penfion of 100l. per 
ann. from the privy purfe, which was afterwards increafed to 
300] The ftrong refemblance which Mr. D. bore to the 
Royal Family, his fuavity of manners, and gentlemanly dee 
portment are well known. 


—————— ee 


AN ANECDOTE. 








HEN the great fair at Porto Bello was in its mof 
flourifhing ftate, before the abolition of the trade by the 
galeons in 1748, the richeft traffic on the face of the earth 
was begun and finifhed, with that fimplicity of tranfa&ion, 
and that unbounded confidence, which did infinite honour to 
the Spanifh merchants. No bale of goods was ever opened, 
no cheit of treafure ever examined. Both were received on 
the credit of the perfons to whom they belonged, and only one 
inftance of fraud was recorded, during the long period ia 
which trade was carried on with this liberal confidence. It 
was in the year 1654, when all the coined filver, which was 
brought from Peru to Porto Bello, was found to be adulterated, 
and to be mingled with a fifth part of bafe metal. “The Spa- 
nifh merchants, with fentiments conformable to their ulual 
integrity, fuftained the whole lofs, and indemnified the fo 
reigners by whom they were employed. The fraud was dee 
tected, and the treafurer of the revenue in Peru, the author od 
it, was publicly burnt. 





REFLECTION. 


, i ‘HERE is nothing more abfurd, than to be angry wit 
others becaufe they differ in opinion from ourfelves. 
Curious 
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Curious Particulars relative to a Soldier in the Innifkil 
ling Dragoons. 


BOUT four years ago he married a young woman of 
A re{pectable connections in Yorkthire, who, upon the re- 
giment’s being ordered abroad, chofe to accompany her huf- 
band, In an engagement with the enemy he was wounded in 
both legs, returned to England, was cured, and-made a fecond 
campaign. At the clofe of another engagement he was mif- 
fing, and was fuppofed by his wife to be in the number of the 
flain. After a diligent fearch among the killed and wounded, 
fhe found a mangled body greatly disfigured, but much refem- 
bling her hufband, which fhe caufed to be interred. She then 
applied to the Duke of York, who prefented her with a liberal 
prefent, and a paflport for England. Since her arrival the re- 
mained with her friends in the neighbourhood of Leeds, until 
the 15th of January, 1796, when fhe was agreeably furprifed 
bya vifit from her hufband! who, inftead of being killed, had 
been taken prifoner by the French, from whom he contrived to 
make his efcape, and joined his regiment juft as they were 
about to embark for England. ‘ 








Anfwer, by Fohn Lucas, of Sarum, to T. Tocker’s Queftion, ine 
ferted September 14. 


Wy whey to the firft queftion, 20,000,000 of dollars. 
Anfwer to the fecond, 520 tons,g cwt. 2 qrs, 16}b. 
13 oz.and 7 dr. 

Anfwer to the third, they will extend 473 miles, 4 furlongs, 
and 6 yards and 1-34d. 

And a man muit travel, to gather them into the bafket, 
9:469,720,0170 miles, 3 furlongs, 25 poles, and 2 yards and a 
half, 

And he will be putting them into the bafket, 587,160 years, 
2 months, two weeks, and 6 days, 

Anfwer to the fourth queftion, if the traveller has the 
whole fum for his pains, it will amount to 8l. 6s. 6d. per 
annum, 


*t* We have received the like anfwer from W. Cobley, 
of Mr. Woolcott’s fchool, at Southmolton; J. B. Chivers, 
of St. Auftell; and J. L. Clarke, of Honiton, 

Vou. XXVI, 679. xX Anfwery 
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Anfuer, by T. P. of Exon, to the Charade, inferted Ofaber 26, 


ie your verfes careful o’cr, 

War firtt appear’d in view ; 

Quick may it vanifh from our fhore, 
Bid us along adieu ! 


Then fhall the found of difcord ceafe, 
For Neptune’s fons agree, 

If minds that Rant difturb our peace, 
They Biitons ftill will be. 


Unrivall’d juftice ftill unites 
To guard the innocent ; 

A WARRANT?’s fearch will bring to light 
Theelf of dark intent. 


t§t We have received the like anfwer from a youth of St, 
Hillary; H.C, Granger, and T. Whicker, of Exon; Wil. 
liam Hoare, of Dean Prior ; and W. Goyne, of Lifkeard, 








4 CHARADE, by W. Nedwab, 
Ae does my firft conceal ; 


A carriage you muft next reveal; 
If e’er o’er Lapland’s plains you ftrole, 
You'll there no doubt detect my whole. 





A CHARADE, ly B. C. Fowler, of Chard, 
. 


Y firft in war is often us’d, 
And is by princes much abus’d ; 
Although by one twas valued more 
Than England’s crown or Gallic ftore. 


My next is, Sirs, of general ufe, 
Tohealth and commerce doth conduce}; 
It {creens from cold, and keeps from rain, 
And helps Brittannia o’er the main. 


My. whole unite, kind Sirs, you muft— 
You're fure to find it with my firft, 
POETRY, 
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For THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
On CHRISTMAS DAY: 


RISE, my foul! to ftrains feraphic rife, 

And praife th’ Almighty Regent of the Skies! 
Whofe gracious care to all mankind extends, 
Whofe wifdom rules us, and whofe power defends. 
Oh! let us magnify thy glorious name, 

And all thy mercies with one heart proclaim. 
Let all the earth its grateful homage pay, 

And blefs with cheartal voice thishappy day ! 
This happy day, which gladfome tidings bring, 
The birth of Chrift, our Saviour, and our King! 
Ador’d be God! Ador’d that wond’rous grace, 
Which thus vouchfaf'd to fave the human race ! 
Who, to redeem mankind a wonder wrought 
Beyond conception, or the pow’r of thought. 
Let heaven and earth, let men and.angels fing, 
Eternal praifesto our Glorious King ! 

And may my grateful heart, Thou Bleft Above! 
Have proper feelings of thy heavenly love! 

Here and hereafter Hallelujahs pay, 

And celebrate this great, this happy day! 


Swimbridge, Fanuary 12, 1796. 


Wwe ee 





For THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER: 
The PARTRIDGE, 


4 iy: partridge, atthe peep of early dawn, 

Out of the covert of the bow’ring hedge, 

Where, mid the mofs and hazle leaves fhe flept,— 

With watchful eye, and lift’ning ear, invites 

Her offspring to purfue her wary iteps, 

As o’er the ftubbled field fhe takes her way 

To pick a breakfaft from the fcatter’d grain : 

And, if th: found of either man or dog 

Be nigh, with filent {peed extends her wings, 

To fhelter them from evils that approach. 

If filence fail to fhield them from the foe, 

With flutt’ring wings fhe upward boldly {prings, 
arns them to hide from the furrounding hari, 

Befide the ridges of the furrow’d ground. 


Indulgence mild! Sweetly maternal care! 
So does the parent treat her intant child ; 


Guards 
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Guards when he fleeps, inftruéts him when he wakes; 
Cautions his feet ’gainft ev’ry latent {nare ; 
And for her love expects obedience meet. 


For THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


SONNET tc « TEA R. 
RIGHT herald of the tender foul! 


Who know’ft at forrow’s piteous call 
"10 team from fiiendthip’s moiiten’d eye, 
Untfullied gem of fympathy ! 


Tis by thine aid my aching heart, 
Bending to keeneit anguifh’ {mart, 
Finds heaven-bern oe ! When, from its cell 
The ftruggling figh eflays to {well. 


When my full heart with grief o’erflows, 
Diftracted with its weight of woes, 
While burfts in air the captive figh, 
Thou, friendly.tenant of mine eye, 


Proclaim’ft bright, foothing, fympathetic tear, 
Eafe from the poignant pangs of grief and care! 
CLERICUS, 








Stanzas, compofed on the Sea-Shore: By Mr, Pratt. 


N the brink of the beach, as I filently roam’d, 
My forrows I mark’d onthe wave-foften’d fand ; 
Loud blew the wild winds, and the white billows foam’d 
And threw the falt fleeces of furf on the ftrand. 


Fait flow’d in the tide, yet regardlefs I ftood, 

And felt the white billows advance to my feet; 
The fand-marks of forrow were lott in the flood, 

And the {pray of the ftorm on my bare bofom beat. 


In the ftory of woe not a thought could I trace, 
Nor the wreck of a word—and | {aid to the fea— 
Ah! if thus you the ftory of woe can efface, 
Your bounty might fure be extended to mz! 


If here I remain, on thy billow-beat fhore, 
No friend near at hand, in falie pity to fave, 
My woes, like their ftory, would quickly be o’er 
And both owe to thee, foaming ocean! a grave. 


The billow roli’d on, when fomething within, 

Mere itrong than the ocean, thus {cem’d to reply, 
Thou no murder fhalt do—e’en in forrow ’tis fin ! 
I telt the command, and obey’d with a figh. 


























